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Vision
The right candidates joining best institutions will give India her demographic
dividend.
J

M

ission

To improve equity and quality in education by administering research based
valid, reliable, efficient, transparent, fair and international level assessments.
The best subject matter experts, psychometricians and IT delivery and security
professionals will ensure that the current gaps in existing assessment
systems are properly identified and bridged. J

ére Values

NTA will create a system which will promote teaching (by teachers), learning
(by students) and assessment (by parents and institutions). NTA strongly
believes in quality, efficiency, effectiveness, equity and security of
assessments. To practice these values, NTA will constantly engage with its

stakeholders, viz. students, parents, teachers, experts and partner institutions.







LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
CBT Computer Based Test

CSIR Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

EWS Economically Weaker Section

GOl Government of India

MCQ Multiple Choice Question

MoE Ministry of Education

NDA Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA)

NEGP National e-Governance Plan (NeGP)

NTA National Testing Agency

OBC-NCL Other Backward Classes-Non Creamy Layer

PwD Persons with Disabilities

QRS Query Redressal System

RPwD The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016

SC Scheduled Castes

ST Scheduled Tribes

University Grant Commission

Unified Payment Interface (UPI)

Unreserved

Union Territory

Village level Entrepreneur







Candidates can apply for Joint CSIR-UGC NET December 2023 through “Online” mode
only.
Candidate must carefully read the Instructions (including how to fill up Application Form
online) given in the Information Bulletin available on the NTA Website. Candidates not
complying with the Instructions shall be summarily disqualified.
Submission of Online Application Form may be done by accessing NTA website
https://csirnet.nta.ac.in. Application Form in any other mode will not be accepted.
Only one application is to be submitted by a candidate.
Candidates must ensure that E-mail Address and Mobile Number provided in the Online
Application Form are their own as all information/ communication will be sent by NTA
through e-mail on the registered e-mail address or SMS on registered Mobile Number
only.
Instructions for filling Online Application Form:
« Download Information Bulletin and read the same carefully regarding eligibility and
procedure / documentation required for filling the Online Application Form.
Follow the steps given below to Apply Online:
Step-1: Register for Online Form submission using unique Email ID and Mobile No.
Step-2: Fill in the Online Application Form and note down the system generated
Application No. Upload legible scanned images of: (i) a recent photograph (in
ipg file, size 10Kb — 200Kb) either in colour or black & white with 80% face
(without mask) visible including ears against white background; (ii) candidate’s
signature (in jpg file size: 4kb - 30kb) (iii) Duly verified Result Awaited
Attestation Form (in PDF format file size: 50KB to 500KB), (iv) Category
Certificate, if applicable (SC/ ST/ OBC/ EWS etc.) (in PDF format file size:
50KB to 300KB) & (v) PwD Certificate, if applicable (in PDF format file size:
50KB to 300KB).
Step-3: Pay prescribed fee through Net Banking / Debit Card / Credit Card and UPI,
keep proof of fee paid for future reference.
Download, save and print copies of Confirmation Page after successful remittance of fee
and keep copies safely for future reference.

PwD candidates are exempted from payment of fee.
All the 3 Steps can be done together or at separate sittings.

. After the submission of Online Application Form (i.e., successful completion of all the Steps),
Confirmation Page of the Application Form, should be downloaded and a printout of the same
may be retained for future reference. The Confirmation Page of the online Application Form
will be generated only after successful payment by the Candidate.

In case the Confirmation Page is not generated after payment of the prescribed Fee, the
candidate should approach the concerned Bank/ Payment Gateway integrator (at the helpline
number and email given in Annexure-l of the Information Bulletin), for ensuring the
successful payment.




In spite of the above, if successful transaction is not reflected on the Portal, it means
transaction is not complete and candidate may pay second time and ensure OK status.
However, any duplicate payment received from the candidate by NTA in course of said
transactions will be refunded (in the same payment mode through which the duplicate
payment is received), after fee reconciliation by NTA.

Information such as his/ her name, contact details / address, category, PwD status,
educational qualification details, date of birth, choice of exam cities, etc. provided by
the candidate in the online Application Form will be treated as final. Any request for
change in such particulars after the closure of correction period will not be considered by
NTA.

NTA does not edit/modify/alter any information entered by the candidate under any
circumstances. Any request for change in information will not be entertained.
Therefore, candidates are advised to exercise utmost caution for filling up correct
details in the Application Form. Request for corrections made by any candidates
through Post/Fax/WhatsApp/Email/by hand will not be entertained by NTA.

. Candidates must ensure that their email address and mobile number registered on their
online Application Form are their own, as relevant/ important information/ communication will
be sent by NTA through e-mail on the registered e-mail address and/or through SMS on
registered mobile number only. NTA shall not be responsible for any non- communication/
mis-communication with a candidate in the email address or mobile number given by him/
her other than his/ her own.

. NTA disclaims any liability that may arise to a candidate(s) due to incorrect information
provided by him/her in his/her online Application Form.

. Candidates are advised to visit the NTA Website and check their e-mails regularly for latest
updates.

.Role of NTA is confined to registration of candidates and conduct of exam. Further,
finalization of answer keys after inviting challenges, processing and declaration of results
and preparation of the list of qualified candidates is being done by NTA in collaboration with
CSIR. NTA has no role to play in the award of fellowships or other downstream processes.

Notes:

i. The final submission of Online Application Form will remain incomplete if Step-3 is not complete.
Such forms will stand rejected and no correspondence on this account will be entertained.

No request for refund of fee once remitted by the candidate will be entertained by NTA under any
circumstances.

iii. The entire application process for Joint CSIR-UGC NET December 2023 is online, including

uploading of scanned images, payment of fees, and printing of Confirmation Page, Admit Card,
etc.
Usage of Data and Information: NTA/Government of India can use the data provided by the End
Users (test taker in this case) for internal purpose(s) including training, research and
development, analysis and other permissible purpose(s). However, this information is not for use
by any third party or private agency for any other use.




Candidates are advised to carry only the following with them into the examination venue:

i.  Admit card along with Self Declaration (Undertaking) downloaded from the NTA Website
(a clear printout on A4 size paper) duly filled in

A simple transparent Ball Point Pen

Additional photograph (same as uploaded on the Online Application Form) to be pasted on the
attendance sheet in examination Room/ Hall.

Any one of the authorized photo IDs (must be original, valid, and non-expired) — College
Identity Card with photograph/ PAN card/ Driving License/ Voter ID/ Passport/ Aadhaar Card
(With photograph)/E-Aadhaar with photograph/ Ration Card with photograph/ Bank Passbook
with Photograph

PwBD certificate issued by the authorized medical officer, if claiming the relaxation under
PwBD category

Personal transparent water bottle

Sugar tablets/fruits (like banana/apple/orange) in case the candidate is diabetic.

Notes:

1. In case it is found at any time in future that the Candidate has used / uploaded the photograph
and signature of someone else in his/ her Application Form / Admit Card or he/she has tampered
his/her Admit Card / result, these acts of the candidate shall be treated as Unfair Means (UFM)
Practices on his/her part and he/she shall be proceeded with action as contemplated under the
provisions of the Information Bulletin relating to Unfair Means Practices.

Candidates are NOT allowed to carry Instruments, Geometry or Pencil box, Handbag, Purse, any
kind of Paper/ Stationery/ Textual material (printed or written material), Eatables (loose or

packed), Mobile Phone/ Earphone/ Microphone/ Pager, Calculator, DocuPen, Slide Rules, Log
Tables, Camera, Tape Recorder, Electronic Watches with facilities of calculator, any metallic item
or electronic gadgets/ devices in the Examination Hall/Room. Smoking, chewing gutka, spitting
etc. in the Examination Room/Hall is strictly prohibited.

Possession by a candidate of any of the above-mentioned items will be treated as an act of Unfair
Means and may lead to cancellation of his/her candidature in the Examination & may also involve
debarring the candidate for future Examination(s) conducted by NTA.




CHAPTER - 1: INTRODUCTION ABOUT NTA AND JOINT CSIR- UGC NET

1.1. About National Testing Agency (NTA)

The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), which is now known as Ministry
of Education (MoE), Government of India (GOI) has established the National Testing
Agency (NTA) as an independent, autonomous, and self-sustained premier testing
organization under the Societies Registration Act (1860) for conducting efficient,
transparent and international standards tests in order to assess the competency of
candidates for admissions to premier higher education institutions.

The National Testing Agency (NTA) has been entrusted by the CSIR, with the task of
conducting of Joint CSIR-UGC NET December 2023.

About Joint CSIR-UGC Fellowship

CSIR and UGC provide Research Fellowships for training in methods of research under
expert guidance of faculty members/scientists working in University Department/ National
Laboratories and Institutions in various fields of Science. Joint CSIR-UGC NET
Fellowships are tenable in Universities/lITs/Post Graduate Colleges/Govt. Research
Establishments including those of the CSIR, Research & Development establishments of
recognized public or private sector industrial firms and other recognized institutions. Only
bonafide Indian Citizens are eligible for the test. Joint CSIR-UGC NET Fellowship is
tenable in India. The programme is aimed at National Science & Technology Human
Resource Development.

A large number of JRFs are awarded each year by CSIR to candidates holding BS-4
years program/ BE/ B.Tech./ B. Pharma/ MBBS/ Integrated BS-MS/M.Sc. or Equivalent
degree/ B.Sc. (Hons) or equivalent degree holders or students enrolled in integrated MS-
Ph.D. program with at least 55%" marks for General/General-EWS & (50%" for OBC-
NCL/SC/ST/Third gender candidates and Persons with Disability) after qualifying the Test
conducted by NTA on behalf of CSIR twice a year in June and December.

Nwithout rounding off)

Joint CSIR UGC NET is a test being conducted to determine the eligibility of Indian
nationals for Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and for Lectureship (LS) /Assistant
Professor in Indian universities and colleges subject to fulfilling the eligibility criteria laid
down by UGC. Online applications for JRF/NET are invited twice a year on all India
basis through Press Notification of Joint CSIR-UGC NET for JRF and LS/AP.

This Test also determines the eligibility of candidates for Lectureship/Assistant Professor
in Indian University/Colleges. Those who qualify for JRF are eligible for
Lectureship/Assistant Professor also, subject to fulfilling the eligibility criteria laid down by
UGC. Candidates opting for Lectureship/Assistant Professor only as preference in
their online application form will not be considered for JRF (even if the marks are
above JRF cut-off).The validity of qualifying certificate of Lectureship/Assistant
Professor is forever.







Option to be exercised by candidate:

A candidate may apply either for:
‘Junior Research Fellowship (JRF)’

OR
‘Lectureship (LS)/Assistant Professor’.

He/she may indicate his/her preference in the Online Application, as the case may be. If a
candidate applies for JRF and fulfils the laid down eligibility criteria for
Lectureship/Assistant Professor also, such a candidate will be considered for both JRF &
LS/Assistant Professor.

Option/preference given by the candidate in his/her application form is final and
request for change will not be entertained at any later stage.

The total number of candidates who will qualify dependson the number of fellowships
available and performance in the test, subject to the condition that they fulfill the laid
down eligibility criteria. If a candidate is found to be over-age for JRF (NET), he/she will
be automatically considered for Lectureship/Assistant Professor (NET) only.

Candidates with M.Sc. qualification OR under M.Sc. Result Awaited (RA)/Enrolled
category shall be eligible for Lectureship (LS)/Assistant Professor subject to fulfilling the
eligibility criteria as laid down by the UGC.

National Fellowships/Schemes (NFOBC, NFSC and NFPwD)

Candidates aspiring for the NFOBC, NFSC OR NFPwD shall also have to apply for Joint
CSIR UGC NET December-2023. However, the result of NFOBC, NFSC and NFPwD will
be compiled/declared by the respective nodal agency on their websites. Candidates must
provide correct information in online application form (wherever asked for) to be eligible
for these fellowships. These fellowships/schemes are governed by the guidelines
available on official websites of implementing agencies/ministries.




CHAPTER - 2: ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

For Joint CSIR- UGC NET December 2023 Courses

Essential Educational Qualifications:

M.Sc. or equivalent degree/ Integrated BS-MS/ BS-4 years/ BE/ B. Tech/ B. Pharma/
MBBS with at least 55% (without rounding off) marks for General (UR)/General-EWS
and 50% (without rounding off) for OBC (NCL)/SC/ST, Third gender and Persons
with Disability (PwD) candidates.

Candidates enrolled for M.Sc. or having completed 10+2+3 years of the above qualifying
examination as on the closing date of online submission of Application Form, are also
eligible to apply in the above subject under the Result Awaited (RA) category on the
condition that they complete the qualifying degree with requisite percentage of marks
within two years from the date of declaration of Joint CSIR-UGC NET Test result,
failing which they shall be treated as disqualified.

Such candidates will have to submit the attestation form duly certified by the Head of the
Department/Institute from where the candidate is appearing or has appeared (Annexure-
V).

B.Sc. (Hons.) or equivalent degree holders or students enrolled in Integrated MS-
PhD program with at least 55%”" (without rounding off) marks for General
(UR)/General-EWS; 50%" (without rounding off) marks for OBC (NCL)/SC/ST, Third
gender, Persons with Disability (PwD) candidates are also eligible to apply.
Candidates with Bachelor’s degree will be eligible for CSIR fellowship only after getting
registered/enrolled for Ph.D./Integrated Ph.D. program within the validity period of two
years. Candidates possessing only Bachelor’s degree are eligible to apply only for
Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and not for Lectureship (LS)/Assistant Professor.
~A(without rounding off)

B.E./ B.S./ B.Tech./ B.Pharma/ MBBS final year/result awaited candidates are eligible
to apply for fellowship only. These candidates will not be eligible for
Lectureship/Assistant professor.

B.Sc. (Hons.) final year/Result awaited candidates are not eligible to apply.

Specification of degrees (whether Bache
Gazette Notification No. F. 5-1/2013 (CPP-Il) dated 5th July, 2014 and as amended from
time to time, shall apply.

The eligibility for Lectureship/Assistant Professor of NET qualified candidates will be
subject to fulfilling the criteria laid down by UGC. Ph.D. degree holders who have passed
Master’s degree prior to 19th September 1991, with at least 50%”" marks are eligible to
apply for Lectureship/Assistant Professor only. ~(without rounding off)




